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Order in some Christmas
\ cheer, with Jane MacQuitty’s
selection of the very best
mid-price bottles

WEEK TWO: 25 BOTTLES UNDER £8

2004 Sancerre Clos des Bouffants,
Roger Neveu, France, MAJESTIC, £9.49, or
buy two for £7.99 each until December 15.
Sancerre, like chablis, is one of those big-
name festive whites that everyone wants
to splash out on at Christmas. Although
not so stridently green as New World
sauvignons, the best sancerres, such as this
restrained, floral, grapey '04, with a touch
of grapefruit zest on the finish, still have
sufficient acidity and guts to cut through
rich seafood and oily smoked fish,
especially Christmas Day's smoked salmon.

2004 Chablis Domaine Servin, France,
MAJESTIC, £8.49, or buy two for £799

each until December 15. Despite the many
dilute chablis produced in 2004, the vintage
still offers some surprisingly good wines, and
this is one of them. Chablis’ distinctive
limestone and clay soil accounts for much of
its wines’ dry, tart, steely style, with that
delectable cheesy bouquet and finish that
chablis fans adore. Domaine Servin's 2004
delivers lots of complex, floral fruit and the
sort of lively, lemony, verdant taste that begs
to be squirted over a plate of fresh seafood.

2004 Macon lgé, La Crepillionne
Chardonnay, Domaine Fichet, France,
STONE VINE & SUN (01962 712351), £6.95.
Tuck into this elegant, floral, grapey, young
chardonnay from the Maconnais, and revel
in its rich violet-scented fruit, The Fichet
brothers believe that the southwest-facing
slopes, catching the last bit of warmth from
the sun, coupled with their limestone-rich
soil and squeaky-clean stainless-steel~
r'e’r:*em'ng and agei g-on-lees techniques
account for much of their winning
Maconnais streak. Who could disagree?

2004 Ermita Veracruz Verdejo, Rueda,
Bodegas Aldial, Spain, MAJESTIC, £6.59;
SAINSBURY'S ONLINE (0800 9174092), £7.5%.
Bored stiff with the usual festive whirl of
rich whites accompanied by even richer
dishes? Then give your palate a jump-start
with this eye-catching, tastebud-grabbing
Rueda white made from the verdejo grape.
With so much powerful, zesty, verdant
fruit on board, | loved its fine, fat, floral,
gooseberry and lime zest-charged taste.
One to serve either as an arresting aperitif,
or with the cold Boxing Day spread.

2004 Martius Blanc, Montsant, Agricola
* Falset Marca, Spain, BIBENDUM (020-7449
4120), £6.49; GRAPELAND (01727 898290),
£6.99. | taste so many wines every year,
that when an unannounced bottle arrives,
it has to be very, very good to win through.
Yet this unusual white grenache from Falset
Marca, the horseshoe-shaped hoop of land
semi-circling one of Spain’s leading red
wine regions, Priorat, delivers intriguing
refined floral, lemony spice and some fine
oaky finesse, stemming from the portion of

2004 Griiner Veltliner, Meinklang,
Burgenland, Austria, VINTAGE ROOTS
(0118 9761999), £5.95; STONE VINE & SUN,
£6.95. No doubt about it, organic wines are
getting better, and Austria‘s unusual white
pepper-packed griiner veltliner has a place
in the festive wine bin as it makes a
welcome change from the usual round of
sauvignon and chardonnay. Certainly,

this quirky example oozes arresting,
concentrated, elegant, lemon zest, white-

aperitif and fish wine.
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2004 Pinot Gngio, Classic Sele:tion,
Coltorcnzio, Vigneti delle Dolomiti,
Italy, sAINSBURY’S, down £1.50 to £5.99
until Tuesday. So many tasty pinot grigios
out there this winter that it’s hard to pick
one, but Sainsbury's cut-price deal was just
too goed to mlss\PG s big plus-point is its
1ony, understated, any time,
lace style, yet with the nutty depth
‘needed if youwant to serve it
- with food. So if you like the sound of this
~one, then you had better move sharpish

this wine that is fermented and aged in oak.

peach and pepper flavours that make a fme-

before the price goes back up on Tuesday.

i sancerresque style ata budget price:

2003 Gavi, La Chiara, Italy, oDDBINS,
£7.99. Italian whites are useful festive
bottles with the high levels of acidity

and direct but not dominating flavours that

“big, spiced, festive food requires. The

cortese grape from Piedmont in northwest
Italy has less to say for itself than pinot
grigio, but top-notch examples such as this
one, grown on a mix of clay and volcanic
soil and weighing in at 12 per cent alcohol,
deliver aromatic, nutty, floral fruit with
refined grapey, apricotty dass that make it
a real winter winner.

2003 Leasingham Magnus Riesling,

Clare Valley, Australia, SOMERFIELD, £7.49;
2004, SAINSBURY'S, £7.49. The Clare Valley
in South Australia is one of the prime spots
in the country for the riesling grape, with a
recent run of great vintages. | am bappy to
recommend the 2003, with ts ir
‘waxy, peach and petfol

_warm 2004 vi :
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'50cl, ODDBINS, £7.99; NOEL YOUNG, £899.
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comp[ete with just 6.5 per cent AR
result is a delicious soft, sweet, grapey, ﬁzzv T
dessert wme Ideal wzth metfestwe fare. el




